mmmmz 

J. Jpn. Bot. 

75:289-291(2000) 


A New Oxytropis Species (Leguminosae) from Xinjiang in China 


Xiang-Yun Zhu\ Yu-Fen Du a and Hiroyoshi OHASHl b 

“Institute of Botany, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100093, P. R. CHINA; 
b The Botanical Garden, Graduate School of Science, Tohoku University, Sendai 980-8578 JAPAN 

(Received on May 10, 2000) 


A new species of Oxytropis, O. tashkurensis Cheng f. ex X.Y.Zhu, Y.F.Du & 
H.Ohashi, is described from Xinjiang, China. 
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During our studies on Chinese Oxytropis, 
we found some specimens which were iden¬ 
tified by S. X. Zheng in 1961 as O. 
tashkurensis Cheng f. This name is, how¬ 
ever, not published validly. After examining 
these specimens, we also recognized the 
plants as a new species belonging to section 
Eumorpha Bunge of subgenus Oxytropis. 
The new species is similar to Oxytropis 
merkensis Bunge, which is distributed in 
Northwestern China, Mongolia, Russian 
Central Asia and South Siberia, but these 
two are different as follows: 

1. Plants with grayish hairs; standard 
emarginate at apex; pods broadly elliptical, 
with appressed whitish hairs, 10-12 mm 
long, 5-6 mm wide. Oxytropis merkensis 

1. Plants with whitish hairs; standard 
round at apex; pods narrowly elliptical, with 
blackish and whitish hairs, 8-10 mm long, 
ca. 2 mm wide. Oxytropis tashkurensis 

Oxytropis tashkurensis Cheng f. ex 
X.Y.Zhu, Y.F.Du & H.Ohashi, sp. nov. 

(Figs. 1-2). 

Haec species ab O. merkensis, plantis albis 
pubescentis, vexillo rotundo ad apicem, 
legumine albo vel nigro pubescente, anguste 
elliptico, 8-10 mm longo, ca. 2 mm lato 


differt. 

Typus: China. Xinjiang: 2-3 km west of 
Taxkorgan, alt. 3200 m. July 13, 1959. 
Xinjiang Comprehensive Expedition Team 
316 (PE-holotypus et isotypus). 

Acaulescent perennial herb, ca. 9-24 cm 
tall, caudex copiously branched. Leaves 5-8 
cm long, with whitish hairs; leaflets opposite 
or seldom alternate, 7-9 (-11) pairs per leaf, 
narrowly ovate or ovate, with appressed 
whitish hairs on both surfaces, 2.5-14 mm 
long, 1-4 mm wide; stipules coriaceous, tri¬ 
angular, 3-4 mm long, ca. 2 mm wide, with 
whitish hairs, highly connate with petiole at 
base. Racemes 10-15 cm long, much longer 
than leaves, many-flowered, lax or compact; 
bracts triangular, ca. 1.5-4 mm long, ca. 0.5 
mm wide, with whitish hairs. Calyx 
campanulate, ca. 3-3.5 mm long, ca. 2 mm 
wide, with blackish and whitish hairs, 5- 
lobed, lobes subulate, ca.l mm long, ca. 0.2 
mm wide, tube ca. 2-2.5 mm long. Corolla 
purple; standard broadly obovate, 6-9.5 mm 
long, lamina 3-7 mm long, 3-7 mm wide, 
narrowed to base, claw 2-3.5 mm long, ca. 
1.5 mm wide; wings clawed, 7-9.5 mm long, 
lamina obovate, 5-7 mm long, 1-2.5 mm 
wide, tapering to a claw, claw ca. 2 mm 
long, ca. 0.2 mm wide, auriculate at base, 
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Fig. 2. Flower of Oxytropis tashkurensis. st: standard (view 
from inside); w: wing (view from inside); k: keel-petal 
(view from outside); g: gynoecium; c: calyx; a: 
androecium (view from outside); b: bract (view from out¬ 
side). Voucher: holotype. Scale bar=2 mm. 


auricle ca. 1 mm long, ca. 0.5 mm wide; 
keel-petals clawed, 6-7 mm long, lamina 
oblong, 3-4 mm long, 1-2 mm wide, claw 
ca. 3-4 mm long, ca. 0.5 mm wide, 
auriculate at base, auricle ca. 0.5 mm long, 
ca. 0.2 mm wide, beak 1.5-2 mm long. 
Androecia diadelphous, ca. 3.5-6.5 mm 
long. Ovary tubular, pubescent, 2.5-3 mm 
long, ca. 0.7 mm wide, style incurved, 1-1.5 
mm long, stipe 0.1-1.5 mm long. Pods nar¬ 
rowly elliptical, 8-10 mm long, ca. 2 mm 
wide, with blackish and whitish hairs. FI. & 
fr. May-August. 
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Other specimens examined: China. Xinjiang. On 
grassland, Tuoyun Xian, Kizilsu, alt. 3600 m, August 
23, 1964, Xinjiang College 341 (PE); On South hilly 
slope, Tian Shan, Aksu, Zhaosu Xian, Ili, alt. 1860 m, 
May 30, 1959, A. R. Li & J. N. Zhu 10507 (PE); On 
hilly slope, Near Kekutubai, Zhaosu Xian, alt. 1750 m, 
June 7, 1965, T. Y. Zhou & al. 650681 (PE); On 
meadow of hilly slope, Huangezi, Kokyar Gongshe, 
Yecheng Xian, alt. 3000-3600 m, August 4, 1987, 
Qinghai-Xizang Team 870777 (PE); On S hilly slope, 
Xiaokalagan Shan, Junma Chang, Zhaosu Xian, alt. 
2580 m, July 29, 1974, Y. R. Lin 74571 (PE); On 
grassland, Houxia. Urumqi, August 19, 1965, Q. R. 
Wang & al. 3588 (PE); On alpine meadow, Hoxud 
Xian, alt. 3020 m, August 9, 1958, A. R. Li & J. N. 
Zhu 7181 (PE). 
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